Venus rolls, 
Stephens falls 


Williams wins in straight sets, 
defending champ loses to Maria. 1C 
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Canes’ season 
ends in heartache 


== Ryan hits two free throws in last five 


A seconds to give ASU 57-55 win. 1C 
p" =4 a 


S 


SOUTH FLORIDA 


un 


Sentinel 


SUNSENTINEL.COM 


Monpay, Marcu 25, 2019 


$2.34 


Barr: No conspiracy with Russia 


Report doesn’t conclude whether 
Trump obstructed justice, AG says 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller did not 
find that Donald Trump’s cam- 
paign or any of his associates 
conspired with Russia in its ef- 


forts to interfere in the 2016 elec- 
tion, according to a summary of 
findings sent to lawmakers Sun- 
day. 
“The Special Counsel’s inves- 
tigation did not find that the 
Trump campaign or anyone as- 
sociated with it conspired or co- 
ordinated with Russia in its ef- 


forts to influence the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election,” the four- 
page summary by Attorney Gen- 
eral William P. Barr said. 

On whether the president 
might have sought to obstruct 
the high-profile investigation, 
Mueller’s team did not offer a 
definitive answer. 

“The Special Counsel ... did 
not draw a conclusion — one way 
or the other — as to whether the 
examined conduct constituted 
obstruction,” Barr’s letter said. 


Trump touts findings, 
bashes investigators 
before leaving Fla. 10A 


“The Special Counsel states 
that ‘while this report does not 
conclude that the President com- 
mitted a crime, it also does not 
exonerate him) ” the letter said. 

Trump responded on Twitter, 
writing “No Collusion, No Ob- 


struction, Complete and Total 
EXONERATION. KEEP 
AMERICA GREAT!” 

“Tt’s a shame that our country 
had to go through this. To be 
honest, it’s a shame that your 
president has had to go through 
this for — before I even got 
elected, it began. And it began 
illegally. And hopefully, some- 
body is going to look at the other 
side. This was an illegal take- 


See MUELLER, 10A 


A Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue truck heads down Las Olas Boulevard during rush hour Wednesday. 


Extra traffic slows 911 response 


By BRITTANY WALLMAN 
South Florida Sun Sentinel 


Downtown traffic is delaying 
emergency responders from 
reaching victims, a dangerous 
growing pain for the developing 


city. 


Fort Lauderdale’s urban core 
is undergoing an unprecedent- 
ed building boom. The burgeon- 
ing downtown population adds 
cars to the road, but there’s 
more to it than that, Fort Lau- 
derdale fire-rescue personnel 
say: 


E Roads or lanes are sometimes 
closed at high-rise construction 
sites. 

E Traffic-calming devices like 
roundabouts and speed humps 
were added in recent years to side 
streets, as residents complained 
about more and more cut- 


JOHN MCCALL/SUN SENTINEL 


through traffic. But the calming 
devices present problems for 
emergency vehicles in a hurry. 

E Lane “diets” (the reduction of 
driving lanes) and on-street 
parking came into vogue, leaving 


See RESPONSE, 12A 


Bipartisan support for sentencing reform 


By SKYLER SWISHER 
South Florida Sun Sentinel 


TALLAHASSEE - Dexter 
Gunn first went to prison in the 
1980s when the crack cocaine ep- 
idemic raged in South Florida’s 
poor and mostly black neighbor- 
hoods. 

Jeff Brandes is a Republican 
state senator from Pinellas 
County who served in the Iraq 
War. 


Both agree Florida’s criminal 
justice system isn’t working the 
way it should. Both want to see 
changes made this legislative ses- 
sion that would move the state 
away from hard-line mandatory 
minimum sentences and give 
judges more flexibility. 

“The state has over 100 differ- 
ent mandatory minimums, and 
we catch all kinds of dolphins in 
the tuna net,” Brandes said while 
explaining his reform bill earlier 


Passengers recount cruise drama 


Fierce conditions caused the Viking Sky to fail, leading 
to more than 475 people being airlifted off the ship. 3A 


this month. “It is just amazing to 
see how damaging no discretion 
to judges is in this process.” 

It’s one area in America’s frac- 
tured political environment 
where some common ground can 
be found. Amid partisan fighting 
over immigration, Republicans 
and Democrats in Washington 
united to pass modest criminal 
justice reform at the federal level. 


See REFORM, 12A 


Amid reports of a plan to oust the prime minister, 


UK. ministers still support May 
cabinet members publicly back her leadership. 4A 


SCOTT KEELER/TAMPA BAY TIMES 
Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg 


There 
will be 
speed 
bumps 


Improving Broward’s 
mass transit system 


By LARRY BARSZEWSKI 
South Florida Sun Sentinel 


If you’re a Broward County res- 
ident looking for mass transit im- 
provements, get ready for a 
bumpy ride. 

The county’s ability to win vot- 
er approval of a $15.6 billion, 
30-year transportation sales tax in 
November may turn out to have 
been the easy part — and that’s a 
tax that was defeated twice before 
by voters. 

County officials have already 
seen Fort Lauderdale’s Wave 
streetcar project derailed last year 
after more than a decade of plan- 
ning. They heard opposition from 
Plantation and Davie to proposed 
light-rail lines to be paid for by 
sales tax dollars even before the 
election was held, forcing them to 
assure voters that any plan would 
be fully vetted before the public. 

But just how hard the going will 
be can be seen in a transportation 
issue that isn’t even dealing with 
sales tax dollars: Plans by the Flor- 
ida Department of Transportation 
to put a 170-space park-and-ride 
lot in Weston at the city’s Inter- 
state 75 interchange on Royal 
Palm Boulevard. 

The lot would also include ex- 
press bus service to the Miami 
Intermodal Center next to Miami 
International Airport, where 
commuters will be able to make 
connections using mass transit to 
other destinations, including 
downtown Miami. 

Southwest Ranches and Davie 
residents already successfully ob- 
jected a few years ago to a similar 


See TRANSIT, TIA 


Cyclone death toll rises above 750 


Fighting disease is new challenge as three southern 
African countries struggle to recover after storm. 8A 
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